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"Siddhartha" (1922) - eines der besten Werke von Hermann Hesse, die Kultur des letzten
Jahrhunderts, die Grundsätze der postmodernen Literatur zu legitimieren. Diese Geschichte, ein
tiefes Eindringen in die östlichen Philosophie.

unha novela excepcional que fala do icomprensible rumbo da vida dos seres humanos --This
text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorHermann Karl Hesse war ein
deutsch-schweizerischer Dichter, Schriftsteller und Freizeitmaler. Seine bekanntesten
literarischen Werke sind Der Steppenwolf, Siddhartha, Peter Camenzind, Demian, Narziß und
Goldmund, Unterm Rad und Das Glasperlenspiel, deren Inhalt die Selbstverwirklichung, die
Selbstwerdung, die Autoreflexion, das Transzendieren" des Einzelnen ist. Ihm wurden unter
anderem 1946 der Nobelpreis für Literatur und 1954 der Orden Pour le mérite für Wissenschaft
und Künste verliehen. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Excerpt. ©
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.From Robert A. F. Thurman’s Introduction to
Siddhartha I first read Siddhartha at the very start of the 1960s, and I can still remember the
powerful inspiration it gave me. Why would a young person seeking to escape from wasp-hood
at Harvard turn to India as the mother of inner exploration, when nothing in Western education
would indicate that India was a source of great explorations in the quest for some transcendent
truth? Clearly, Siddhartha was a model for my own journeys, for my own development of his
vaunted skills at “fasting—waiting—thinking.”Looking into Hesse’s personal life, I was astonished
to discover many parallels between the troubled youth of this great psychic explorer, poet, critic,
novelist, painter, and gardener who wandered the world before World War I and finally fled from
the Rhineland down to southern Switzerland, and that of my own more humble and less
accomplished self, hailing from Manhattan and traveling more or less on foot to India my first
time out in 1961. At fifteen Hesse began to rebel against his strict Pietistic father and mother and
the mission school they placed him in; he never felt comfortable in conventional German society
of the time. Some of us—certainly myself, and I think Hesse, too—though born in the West, tend
to wander as if doomed to exile and always feel like “a stranger in a strange land.” For both of us,
forty-plus years and another World War apart, “Mother India” was a salve, a home, for our
wandering spirits. Why? Is it because India’s civilization alone has had the wisdom to open itself
up truly to embrace the naturally homeless? Hesse himself had this to say about India: For
example, with my Indian journey I had an unforgettable experience. At first it was a real
disappointment, I returned completely downcast. But almost ten years later, as I was writing
Siddhartha, suddenly the Indian memories were extremely precious and positive, and the little
disappointment of earlier on was extinguished.1 Siddhartha was published in German in 1922.
Its first English translation was published in 1951. Siddhartha’s quest was an important model for



the whole postwar generation’s seeking of “Enlightenment in the East.” For Hesse himself, the
book articulates a complex of strands in his character. It shows his rich appreciation for India
conceived in a specific Western way, inherited from his missionary grandfather and parents. He
says: And this learned and wise grandfather had not only Indian books and scrolls, but also
shelves full of exotic wonders, not only coconut shells and strange birds’ eggs, but also wooden
and bronze idols and animals, silken paintings and a whole cabinet stuffed with Indian cloths
and robes in all materials and colors. . . . All this was part of my childhood, not less than the fir-
trees of the Black Forest, the Nagold river, or the Gothic chapel on the bridge. Siddhartha is
distinguished by Hesse’s consummate artistic, spiritual, and poetic sense of the high
transcendent experiences and values accessible through the Indian “inner sciences” and “mind
yogas.” At the same time, the book contains a certain European, world-weary cynicism and a
sense of the inevitable faultiness of all religious paths. Hesse again: “At the age of thirty, I was a
Buddhist, of course not in the church-sense of the word.” The book hums with Hesse’s pursuit of
Christian, Tolstoyan nonviolence and the inner kingdom, all the while roiled from within by its
opposite: his own driving inner violence, his volcanic sensuality, and his deep despair of fulfilling
human relations—a despair that stemmed from his ambivalent struggles with his parents and his
ups and downs with his first wife and three sons.Rereading Siddhartha now, I can clearly see its
influence on my decision at twenty to leave college and the study of Western literature,
philosophy, and psychology, and seek a higher enlightenment in India. More than forty years
later, I have gone back and forth from “the West” to “the East” so many times I can hardly tell the
difference anymore, though I observe certain groups still struggling to maintain the “never the
twain shall meet” sort of attitude. Having trod a little bit in both of the Siddharthas’ footprints in
my own small way, I appreciate the book even more. I can now unravel the tangled threads of
Hesse’s mixing of Hindu and Buddhist worldviews, his entrapment in some of the stereotyped
views of “the East” that were almost inescapable for a man of his time and culture, and his
romantic depiction of Buddhist/Hindu enlightenment as a kind of return to nature, a resignation
to the flow of the great river of life. In spite of this creative Hindu/Buddhist mixing, I enjoy the
book much more now than I ever could have in my youth.Hesse seems to have been haunted by
a keen insight into the human condition, and his work seems to mark a great turning point in the
growth of a genuine European respect for the civilization of enlightenment that developed in
ancient India. He himself loved nothing more than to leave hearth and home and wander south
to Italy with artistic friends, the European version of a sadhu (Hindu ascetic). He slept in bed-and-
breakfasts or camped alfresco, contemplated nature and art, and took a break from the routine
chores of householding in northern Europe (very likely overburdening his high-strung wife with
their three sons). But it was hard to wander with open mind and heart and intellect in the Europe
of that time, so he also went to India and southeast Asia. His keen artist’s perception saw there
that the complex fabric of the culture of India was rich enough and its weave loose enough to
accommodate all manner of eccentrics, wandering here and there, always on some spiritual
pilgrimage or other, seeking beauty or peace, magical energy or complete transcendence.At this



moment in my journey, I am very pleased to have the chance to introduce Siddhartha to a new
generation, since I think it still has the power to inspire the seeker of higher truth. I do not pretend
to evaluate Hesse’s great achievement from some higher vantage of supposed enlightenment,
which I do not claim for myself. But I have put in a bit of study of enlightenment’s various forms
and levels, the institutions and cultural orientations it has supported in various countries, and the
high civilizations it ultimately created. And following Siddhartha’s inspiration more than forty
years ago, I did make a bit of progress—just enough to know that, as elusive as it continues to
be, enlightenment is still highly worth pursuing.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition
edition.Book DescriptionUna petita obra mestra que interpel·la el lector sobre les grans
decisions que configuren la identitat. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition
edition.Read more
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Leah Chang, “essential classic. In a burst of nostalgia, I bought this kindle edition of Hermann
Hesse's Siddhartha. "Nostalgia" because we read it in 3rd semester (intermediate) German
class quite long ago and, in fact, that's one book I kept because I knew it was a classic. I also
bought Siddhartha in a burst of hope, because more recently I'd actually been able to read and
appreciate some of Hesse's poetry my former housemate brought home from one of his jaunts
to the downtown German language library.So I read Siddhartha. Again. As a designer and as a
theologian, despite being very much into symbol, meaning, sign, and word, I still don't quite get
the profound import of this book. I clearly remember my German Professor's "I am humanist"
declarations; I also recall a friend telling me how much she'd enjoyed reading Siddhartha in
English, and envied that I'd read it in German. I fully expected being a few years older would
increase my appreciation, but it didn't. However, I'm still happy to own this digital edition, and I
encourage you to read Siddhartha for yourself, in either a good translation or in Hermann
Hesse's original German.”

D. Wenz, “Kindle Version. I had never read this book by Herman Hesse before. My first language
is German, so I thought I read the text in its original. I enjoyed very much the content, but was a
bit disappointed by the many spelling mistakes and punctuation mishaps. My Kindle version of
the book was very cheap ($0.99), which could be the reason for the mistakes. Someone without
advanced knowledge of the German language might get confused by those typos. I just hope
that it was the original text, not something translated into German from another language. All in
all, I do recommend the book. The text exemplifies what is possible when an author skillfully
uses literary devices within his creation. Indian philosophy is not forced on the reader, but the
choice is left to the audience what to make of it. I would have given five stars if it weren't for the
mistakes.”

Barbara Donath, “I love this book!. First of all, I am german and german is my first language. I
read this book in Germany and loved it! Many years later, I live in the USA and wanted to read it
again. At first I bought the english version and was borderline disgusted. I felt the english
translation lost all of the charm, the entire atmosphere the german edition has.I recommend this
book to anyone interested in Buddhism, finding enlightenment, finding their true path, Deepak
Chopra and so on.”

Nicola Rottermann, “The path of life. Very nice story about the life of Siddharta from his young
age through different stages until his life as an old man.It can also be seen as a criticism of the
concept of teaching.”

TMD, “A classic for all the right reasons. Great. It looks at many philosophical issues that are
worth thinking about- getting older, free will and relationships, the nature of reality and how we



are part of it- with a story that is simple and a literary style that is refreshing. It's a classic for
good reasons.  I read it 20 years ago and it was just as rewarding to read it again”

Britta T., “"Wissen kann man mitteilen, Weisheit aber nicht...". Das Buch Siddhartha ist die
Geschichte eines Mannes, der sich aus familiären Vorgaben und gesellschaftlichen
Konventionen befreit und seinen eigenen Weg geht. Der führt zu den Samanas, die nichts
besitzen, bis zu den reichen Kaufleuten in der Stadt, die mit Geld nur so um sich werfen und am
Ende in die Natur - zum Fluss als dem Sinnbild für Dauer und Wandel. Glücklich ist Siddhartha
erst dort. Damit wird deutlich, dass weder Armut noch Reichtum die Voraussetzungen für den
Seelenfrieden sind.Das Buch ist ein Plädoyer gegen die Anpassung an die Gesellschaft,
Traditionen und Unfreiheit. Dies ist, wie ich finde, die wichtigste Mitteilung an die Leser: Jeder
sollte herausfinden was Seelenfrieden für ihn persönlich bedeutet und dann versuchen dieses
Ziel zu erreichen.Zusammengefasst ist Siddhartha ein Buch, das zum Nachdenken anregt. Es
vermittelt Spiritualität und nicht eine einzelne Religion. Ich empfehle es jedem, der den Sinn des
Lebens sucht, oder ihn finden will.”

Steve Chilcott, “Siddhartha. Read again, the last time being in the 1970s! Really enjoyed it
still...Next up 'Der Steppenwolf' and then 'Narziss und Goldmund' !!”

The book by Hermann Hesse has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 1,895 people have provided feedback.
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